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Big drop in van volumes continues; now trucks fall too
· Registrations: down 31.1% in October and 4.4% to 367,124 for the rolling year.
· Trucks: down 9.4% in October and up 20.7% to 58,272 for the rolling year.
· Vans: down 35.2% for the month and down 8.0% to 308,870 for the rolling year.
	New van and truck registrations in the United Kingdom – 2008

	
	October
	% change
	Year-to-date 
	% change

	Total
	22,980
	- 31.1%
	306,726
	- 6.5%

	Vans
	18,180
	- 35.2%
	257,809
	- 10.1%

	Trucks
	4,800
	- 9.4%
	48,917
	18.2%


“October’s banking crisis and UK recession has made another big dent in van and truck orders,” said Paul Everitt, SMMT chief executive.  “Van demand will drop sharply, before steadying at the end of 2009 to recover in 2010.  Though truck registrations will fall in the final quarter of the year, 2008 volumes will still beat those from 2007.  The outlook for 2009 is poor; in recessions, truck demand falls steeply.  It will be a difficult year, with tough trading conditions for all businesses.”

Total van and truck registrations: Rolling year comparison 2002 to 2008
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Notes:

At €20 bn, the automotive sector is Europe's largest investor in R&D, driving industry forward and helping deliver more sustainable motoring for the 21st century. Technological innovation has helped car and CV manufacturers slash CO2 and air quality emissions from vehicles. New diesel cars for example emit 95% less soot from the tailpipe than those made 15 years ago and average new car CO2 has been cut by 13% since 1997.

The energy needed to produce each vehicle is down 12%, water use is down 9% and waste to landfill is down 25%, compared to 2006 performance.  CO2 emissions per vehicle produced have fallen 14% in the last year and by 45% since 1999. Almost 10,000 tonnes of waste have been prevented from entering landfill sites. For more details, download SMMT's ninth annual Sustainability Report from the SMMT web site www.smmt.co.uk/publications.
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 1.8 - 2.6t  mth & RYT 2008
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All light commercial vehicles








 Rolling year:  down 8.0% to 308,870.





 YTD:  down 10.1% to 257,809.





 Month:  down 35.2% to 18,180.





 Vauxhall pips Ford by four vans to lead the month’s manufacturer ranking.











Light vans








 Rolling year:  down 10.8% to 46,533.





 YTD:  down 12.0% to 38,847.





 Month:  down 36.7% to 2,911.








Car type pick-ups








 Rolling year:  down 44.4% to 6,109.





 YTD:  down 48.3% to 4,840.





 Month:  down 84.3% to 107.











Medium vans








 Rolling year:  down 9.6% to 43,076.





 YTD:  down 8.4% to 36,630.





 Month:   down 50.2% to 2,802.








Heavy vans








 Rolling year:  down 5.4% to 208,118.





 YTD:  down 8.4% to 173,155.





 Month:  down 61.1% to 12,116.








Trucks








 Rolling year:  up 20.7% to 58,272.





 YTD:  up 18.2% to 48,917.





 Month:  down 9.4% to 4,800.








Rigids








 Rolling year:  up 15.8% to 39,505.





 YTD:  up 13.1% to 33,693.





 Month:  up 0.3% to 3,144.











Two-axle artics








 Rolling year:  up 35.0% to 4,061.





 YTD:  up 34.8% to 3,075.





 Month:  down 38.3% to 354.








Three-axle artics








 Rolling year:  up 32.0% to 14,706.





 YTD:  up 30.5% to 12,149.





 Month:  down 18.5% to 1,260.








CVs up to 6 tonnes GVW








 Rolling year:  down 7.4% to 317,723.





 YTD:  down -9.5% to 265,405.





 Month:  down 34.1% to 18,931.








CVs over 6 tonnes GVW








 Rolling year: up 21.0% to 49,419.





 YTD:  up 19.0% to 41,321.





 Month:  down 12.6% to 4,049.
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